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The G20 has launched the Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance (GICA) as a mechanism to 

enhance synergies and cooperation among various infrastructure connectivity programs supporting 

trade.   

As Secretariat of GICA, the World Bank Group is pleased to circulate the 2017 GICA Work Plan, which 

includes an overview of key activities, timeline of deliverables, and short notes describing each 

proposed activity and expected inputs from members in greater depth.  The Work Plan builds on 

comments received from potential members in October 2016 in Washington, DC during the IMF/World 

Bank Annual Meetings. GICA activities will continue to be shaped by ongoing Member contributions and 

feedback.   

In order for GICA to succeed, GICA Members will be contacted regularly for inputs, including sharing 

reports, participating in online discussions, and contributing insights on connectivity issues.  Members 

will include G20 and non-G20 countries that are members of the World Bank, International 

Organizations including Multilateral Development Banks, and established Associations (e.g. the Express 

Carriers Association; or the International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations) willing to 

participate and contribute to fulfill the objectives of GICA. Other entities, including private sector 

entities, will be encouraged to participate in GICA activities as Contributors based on their core 

competencies.  

Membership will be formalized by signature of a Memorandum of Understanding as per the attached. 

Interested parties should indicate their intention to participate in GICA as a Member by replying to this 

email accompanied by a signed copy of the attached form, upon which the World Bank will carry out a 

due diligence.  The list of new members will be submitted to the G20 Chair by the Secretariat ahead of 

G20 meetings.    

GICA also aims to collaborate with Members to co-host or contribute to events. Therefore, the GICA 

Secretariat is requesting prospective Members to provide details on key upcoming events that could 

serve as opportunities for GICA to co-host or contribute to.  

The first GICA Annual Event is planned in the OECD in Paris on November 2 and 3rd, 2017.  

Kindly refer to the attachments for more information. Thank you very much.  

 

Gerald Ollivier and Charles Kunaka 
On behalf of the GICA Secretariat 
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Introduction 

GICA Vision Statement 

The Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance (GICA) aims to enhance cooperation and synergies of 

existing and future global infrastructure and trade facilitation programs seeking to improve connectivity 

within, between and among countries.  GICA is expected to produce value by helping countries and 

promoters of connectivity initiatives to address bottlenecks related to connectivity globally, multi-

sectorally and integrative of both the hardware and software of connectivity. This, in turn, will provide 

impetus to sustainable and equitable growth for concerned countries through increased flow of goods, 

capital, people and information (virtual connectivity). 

 

How to participate? 

GICA Members 

Members will include G20 and non-G20 countries that are members of the World Bank, International 

Organizations including Multilateral Development Banks, and established Associations (e.g. the Express 

Carriers Association; or the International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations) willing to 

participate and contribute to fulfill the objectives of GICA. 

GICA Contributors 

Other entities, including private sector entities will be encouraged to participate in GICA activities as 

Contributors based on their core competencies.  

 

How is connectivity defined under GICA? 

Global Infrastructure Connectivity refers to the linkages of communities, economies and nations through 

transport, communications, energy, and water networks across a number of countries.  It incorporates 

the inseparability of services -- in trade, logistics, human mobility, and information -- from the underlying 

infrastructure to improve the flow of goods, people, data, and capital. Successful connectivity combines 

planning for scale economies, development of sustainable infrastructure capacity, efficient use of such 

capacity, and economic inclusion aspects.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

                                                      

 2     

Dated  [            ] 
 

Memorandum of Understanding 
 

Between 
 

[Name of the Member] 
 
 

and the  
 

Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance of the G20 
  

 
This document1 constitutes a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) between: 
 

(1) the [name of the Member] (called a “Member”); and 
(2) the Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance (“GICA”) of the Group of Twenty (“G20”) , 

represented by the World Bank Group, acting as Secretariat for GICA . 
 
1. Background 
 

The G20 is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from twenty major 

economies, founded in 1999 with the aim of studying, reviewing, and promoting high-level discussion of 

policy issues pertaining to the promotion of international financial stability.  

The G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting, held in Chengdu on July 23-24, 2016, 
launched GICA to enhance the synergy and cooperation among various infrastructure connectivity 
programs in a holistic way and asked the World Bank Group (“WBG”) to serve as the Secretariat of GICA, 
working closely with the Global Infrastructure Hub (GI Hub), OECD, other Multilateral Development Banks, 
and interested G20 members to support its activities. [Official Communiqué on July 27, 2016]2  
 
GICA aims to enhance cooperation and synergies of existing and future global infrastructure and trade 
facilitation programs seeking to improve connectivity within, between and among countries. GICA is 
expected to produce value by helping countries and promoters of connectivity initiatives to address 
bottlenecks related to connectivity globally, multi-sectorally and integrative of both the hardware and 
software of connectivity. 

                                                           
1 Form dated April 7, 2017. 
2 http://www.g20chn.org/English/Documents/Current/201607/t20160728_3091.html 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_bank
http://www.g20chn.org/English/Documents/Current/201607/t20160728_3091.html
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bottlenecks related to connectivity globally, multi-sectorally and integrative of both the hardware and 
software of connectivity. 
 
GICA proceeds on the basis of the following three key principles:  
 
Leverage: 

 Catalyze private investment and facilitate the pooling of resources, knowledge and information 
for increased impact.  

 
Openness:  

 Broad engagement, with G20 and non-G20 countries that are members of the World Bank, 
International Organizations, Multilateral Development Banks (“MDBs”) and United Nations 
Organizations, including with existing coalitions aimed at improving global infrastructure 
connectivity. 

 Open membership; coalition of the willing.  

 Open availability of information to membership, and broad communication of findings.  
 
Complementarities: 

 Avoid duplication and reinforce MDB cooperation.  

 Utilize existing institutions, initiatives and events, staff and resources as well as existing platforms 
wherever possible.  

 Build on the convening power of the WBG and the GI Hub.  

 Keep the administrative cost and bureaucratic cost to a minimum. 
 
The main activities of GICA are expected to include activities such as the following:  
 

 Mapping Connectivity Initiatives. GICA intends to produce a mapping of connectivity initiatives 
around the world, encourage those initiatives to share regular progress updates through GICA, 
and identify good practices in global connectivity improvements to facilitate their replication.  

 Developing Outlook on Global Connectivity. GICA intends to develop an overview of mega trends 
in connectivity for a 5 year and 15 year-time horizon to inform ongoing connectivity initiatives. It 
seeks to provide a holistic perspective on infrastructure and services required for connectivity and 
on the role different parties can play in such framework.  

 Identifying Information and Solution Gaps in Global Infrastructure Connectivity. GICA intends to 
help identify gaps in information, tools, standards and approaches to address infrastructure and 
cross-border connectivity and economic corridor development. GICA will seek to consolidate 
lessons learned in conducting economic analysis and in sharing the returns and risks associated 
with infrastructure connectivity among multiple countries. It plans to support the development 
of tools on connectivity related investments and policies.  

 Monitoring and Assessing Global Connectivity Performance. GICA intends to help countries and 
promoters of connectivity initiatives in developing solutions to collect, analyze and consolidate 
available data and information related to cross-border performance, including freight flows, cost 
of transport, timing needed for custom clearance. This will help countries identify and address 
cross-border bottlenecks and review the impact of programs.  
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 Facilitating Sharing of Good Practice on Connectivity. GICA seeks to facilitate knowledge sharing 
through an annual event as well as through a virtual space on global connectivity. GICA also 
intends to facilitate a number of virtual discussions on the main activities, at a practitioner level, 
on a voluntary basis. GICA plans to support dissemination of identified resources through a virtual 
space, using preferably existing channels, such as websites and newsletters. 

 Facilitating the Sharing of Information on Bankable Projects. GICA intends to track and make 
publically available information about global, regional and national infrastructure development 
programs. In line with the mandate given to the GI Hub by the G20, members of GICA are 
encouraged to share with the GI Hub the list of infrastructure projects requiring financing, for 
posting on the GI Hub Project Pipeline. This will assist with the dissemination of information 
regarding the key features of such projects. 

 Supporting a regional or global infrastructure connectivity program. Members of GICA may wish 
to propose a pilot regional connectivity program and develop a joint approach for such a program. 
GICA intends to apply, where applicable, the tools shared by its members to such program to 
assess bottlenecks, plan and prepare such program and its financing, support its implementation, 
monitor and evaluate its results. 

 
GICA’s activities are undertaken through existing mechanisms and institutions. 
 
The WBG serves as the Secretariat, working closely with GI Hub, OECD, MDBs, global and regional 
infrastructure programs, and other international organizations to support the activities of GICA with 
respect to their comparative advantages. The Secretariat function entails establishing a virtual space for 
the network, curating knowledge and populating such virtual space with content, initiating the mapping 
of all initiatives, inviting membership contributions on priority activities, organizing an annual event for 
GICA anchored to an existing event, facilitating technical virtual meetings on priority topics, and providing 
an overall update on progress every two years, as requested by G20.  
 
The GI Hub provides leadership on the knowledge agenda related to the financing of infrastructure for 
connectivity.  It also presents potential infrastructure projects for connectivity as part of the Project 
Pipeline, maintained by the GI Hub.  
 
A broad swath of development partners including national development banks, corridor management 
groups, private financiers, investors, operators and other stakeholders, is welcomed to engage with GICA 
on a voluntary and non-binding basis. Members are encouraged to provide inputs to GICA by contributing 
information on the design, financing, management and/or operations of specific programs to improve 
global infrastructure connectivity. They are encouraged to draw upon their respective comparative 
advantage and activities in the subject matter to share agendas of common interest; pool resources and 
expertise, where appropriate; carry out research work or joint design and implementation of projects; 
and share data, knowledge and ideas. 
 
2. Understanding 
 
By signing this MOU, the undersigned confirms its willingness to be a member of GICA and to participate 
in GICA activities, in line with its specific areas of expertise and comparative advantages, subject to its 
program of work and budget and to the availability of funds and in accordance with its rules and 
practices. 
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The Member is interested in GICA’s activities and is willing to contribute its expertise in the following 
sectors and types of activities: 
 

 
 
GICA Activity                    Sector           Region 

□ Identifying Resources & Gaps 

□ Sharing Good Practices 

□ Mapping Connectivity Initiatives 

□ Global Connectivity Outlook 

□ From Vision to Program to Projects 

□ Monitoring & Assessing Connectivity  

□ Transport 

□ Trade 

□ ICT 

□ Energy 

□ Water 

□ Other  

 
Please indicate:  

 
______________________ 
 

□ Africa  

□ East Asia & Pacific  

□ Europe & Central Asia  

□ Latin America & Caribbean  

□ Middle East & North Africa  

□ South Asia  

□ Western Europe 

□ North America 

□ Global 

 

 
The Member expressly encourages GICA to reach out to it for participation in GICA’s own activities in 
those areas. 
 
To facilitate the relationship between the Member and GICA, the Member designates the following 
person to act as primary focal point used by the Secretariat for all matters related to GICA: 
[name, title and contact information].  
 
Communications to GICA should be addressed to its Secretariat through the following representative 
and at the following address (including any change of focal point by the Member or communication 
related to the membership of the Member): 
 
Gerald Ollivier 
Transport Cluster Leader 
Gicasecretariat@worldbank.org 
The World Bank 
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For the Member:  Date: 

  

  

Name, Designation, [ORGANIZATION] 
 
For the Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance:           Date: 

 

 

Jose Luis Irigoyen, Sr. Director, Transport and ICT Global Practice, The World Bank,  
Secretariat of the Global Infrastructure Connectivity Alliance 
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Key 2017 GICA Activities 

 

■ Launching GICA web presence 

Accelerating knowledge sharing on global infrastructure connectivity across regions 

■ Identifying resources and gaps 

Unearthing solution gaps in global infrastructure connectivity 

■ Sharing good practices  

Facilitating interactions among experts on connectivity issues 

■ Mapping connectivity initiatives 

Visually showcasing connectivity initiatives across the globe 

■ Global connectivity outlook 

Determining the trends and game changers impacting global connectivity 

■ From vision to program to projects 

Optimizing infrastructure financing for infrastructure connectivity programs 

■ Monitoring and assessing connectivity 

Providing relevant performance measurement tools on global infrastructure connectivity 
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Web Presence 
Accelerating knowledge sharing on global infrastructure connectivity across regions 

 

Objective 
■ Establish a virtual environment for regular conversations on global infrastructure connectivity 

and for knowledge sharing, learning from practices across regions.  

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017)  

■ LinkedIn GICA Group 

■ GICA Online Repository 

■ GICA Outputs Online 

 

■ 200 participants, 1 discussion a month  

■ 50 key documents from various Members 

■ GICA connectivity mapping/performance 

measurements 

■ Overall: visibility at least as high as that of 

Global Infrastructure Hub as of 2/7/20173 

Background 
■ Information on global infrastructure connectivity is usually presented at a regional or thematic 

level with limited opportunities for cross regional or cross thematic comparisons.    

■ A rich flow of new resources (reports/tools) on connectivity is being produced on a continuous 

basis, but there is no platform to capture the most relevant documents. 

■ GICA will produce a number of outputs of relevance to its Members and a broader audience. 

The Approach 
■ The approach is a three-pronged solution focused on flows, foundation, and creation, integrated 

in a GICA website.  

■ Flows.  The power of networks is at the core of GICA. A LinkedIn GICA Group will support the 

development of a network of practitioners across GICA Members and Contributors. Each 

Member and Contributor will be asked to identify thought leaders to join the group, each of 

whom will help channel new resources and encourage their network to join the GICA Group.  

Moderated discussions will take place about once a month building on new reports or tools 

                                                           
3 http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/globalinfrastructurehub.org   

http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/globalinfrastructurehub.org
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produced by Members, with a summary capturing such discussions. Resources with high positive 

feedback will be captured in the repository. 

■ Foundation. A repository will be created to serve as a foundation for future activities. It will 

capture key documents related to connectivity along the four pillars of GICA: Planning for Scale 

Economies; Developing Sustainable Infrastructure Capacity; Service Efficiency and Inclusion. The 

content will be organized as a database built on keywords. Content will also be presented for 

different audiences (practitioner, government officials) to answer key questions based on 

different stages in the project cycle (policy and planning; enabling environment; project 

prioritization and screening; transaction; and project implementation and supervision). A key 

focus will be put on presenting side-by-side approaches taken by different regions on similar 

challenges. Resources integrated in the site will be final outputs produced by Members or 

Contributors. The site will link to existing repositories like the existing GIH website for its 

“Project Pipeline”. 

■ Creation. For tools directly produced by GICA Members for GICA, the responsible Member will 

house the product on its site and link it to the GICA repository.  This will ensure ownership and 

visibility.  This may include in particular the Connectivity maps, or regional comparisons. 

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Set up and manage the LinkedIn Group. 

■ Set up a website and agreements with an existing repository, develop mechanisms to transfer 

documents, and monitor performance. 

Members’ Role 
■ Share relevant resources and tools with the Secretariat to be shared in support of key GICA 

activities. 

■ Identify Connectivity Thought Leaders and invite them to participate in the LinkedIn GICA Group.  

■ Host new outputs developed for GICA on their platforms and link to the repository. 

Estimated Delivery Dates  

■ Launch of LinkedIn group (4/30/17). 

■ Live Web portal (8/31/17). 

Related Annexes 
■ N/A 
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Identifying Resources and Gaps 
Unearthing solution gaps in global infrastructure connectivity 

 

Objective 
■ Understand and take stock of available resources in order to identify priority solutions needed 

to enhance regional and global connectivity. 

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017) 

■ Connectivity Framework 

■ Key resources from GICA Members 

■ Identified GICA Thought Leaders 

■ Note on knowledge gaps and GICA 

Member activities 

■ Connectivity Framework supported by 20 

reference documents from 10 GICA Members 

■ 20 Thought Leaders, from 5 GICA Members 

■ Summary note delivered  

Background 
■ A rich flow of resources (reports/tools) on infrastructure connectivity is being produced on a 

continuous basis, but identifying the most relevant ones is a challenge as most initiatives are 

regional or sectoral in nature. 

■ While there are knowledge gaps in infrastructure connectivity, the extent of such gaps and the 

gaps to be addressed as priorities remain unclear leading to duplication of efforts. 

■ GICA is in a unique position through its global, multi-sectoral perspective, and its Members to 

address such gaps in a more structured manner.   

The Approach 
■ The Connectivity Framework, which outlines the four pillars of global infrastructure connectivity, 

including key components, will serve as a means for strategically compiling resources from GICA 

Members.  

■ As the Connectivity Framework is populated with reference documents, this will enable the 

identification of gaps in information, tools, standards and approaches to addressing cross-

border infrastructure connectivity and economic corridor development. 

■ Working with GICA Members, key resources and priority gaps will be identified to help prioritize 

subsequent GICA activities.  
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■ Thought Leaders identified by the Members will participate in future discussions. 

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Identify key resources on connectivity based on the Connectivity Framework. 

■ Collaborate with GICA Members to develop sub-frameworks for specific components of the 

Connectivity Framework.  

■ Consolidate key reports and reference documents from GICA Members within those sub-

frameworks. 

■ Identify critical knowledge gaps with GICA Members. 

Members’ Role 
■ Appoint a key contact person to consolidate relevant knowledge resources produced by the 

Member (by 5/31/17). 

■ Nominate GICA Thought Leaders for selected topics4 (by 6/15/17). 

■ Share key tools, reports, and other resources including web links with the Secretariat in support 

of the Connectivity Framework – refer to World Bank example in PowerPoint slides (by 

7/15/17). 

■ Contribute to identifying critical knowledge gaps. 

Estimated Delivery Dates 
■ Announce inaugural group of GICA Thought Leaders (6/30/17). 

■ Post Connectivity Framework with links to Member reference documents on GICA portal 

(8/31/17). 

■ Deliver note on knowledge gaps and GICA Member activities in connectivity (10/31/17). 

Related Annexes 
■ Connectivity Framework (See PowerPoint presentation). 

■ Examples of key resources from the World Bank (See PowerPoint presentation). 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 When signing the GICA Memorandum of Understanding, Members are asked to indicate the topics they would 
like to engage in. 
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 Sharing Good Practices 
Facilitating interactions among experts on connectivity issues 

 

Objective 
■ Facilitate the sharing of good practices on connectivity while adding value to GICA Member 

outputs by leveraging the GICA network. 

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017)  

■ GICA Newsletter 

■ GICA Annual Event 

■ GICA Thought Leader Groups 

■ Web Presence 

■ Distribution list of 100 contacts 

■ 100 in-person GICA Member attendees 

■ 3 issue-specific groups of Thought Leaders 

■ See note on GICA Web Presence 

Background 
■ Innovative approaches to infrastructure connectivity challenges do exist and are available to 

governments and practitioners within a sector or a region, but there is still limited awareness 

and knowledge of good practices spanning across other sectors and other regions.   

■ GICA Members are leading many activities to improve connectivity that could benefit from other 

GICA Members’ inputs for increased efficiency and effectiveness.  

The Approach  
■ GICA will facilitate knowledge sharing through an annual event and a newsletter as well as 

through a virtual space on global connectivity.  

■ GICA will facilitate a number of virtual discussions on the main activities, at a practitioner level, 

on a voluntary basis, supported by Thought Leaders.  

■ GICA will support dissemination of identified resources through a virtual space, including a 

document repository of best reports on connectivity. 

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Set up GICA Web Presence.  

■ Organize virtual discussions. 

■ Organize GICA Annual Event. 
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■ Solicit GICA Members for newsletter content and distribute newsletter. 

■ Propose criteria for good practices. 

Members’ Role 
■ Encourage relevant staff to contribute through the GICA LinkedIn group. 

■ Provide content for GICA Newsletter (quarterly, first by 7/31/17). 

■ Encourage key staff to participate in GICA as a Thought Leader. 

■ Participate in Annual event. 

■ Contribute to validating good practices. 

Estimated Delivery Dates 
■ Host three virtual discussions on connectivity (1 per quarter, beginning Q2). 

■ Distribute inaugural GICA Newsletter (8/31/17). 

■ Host Annual GICA Event (11/2/17-11/3/17). 

Related Annexes 
■ N/A 
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Mapping Connectivity Initiatives 
Visually showcasing connectivity initiatives across the globe  

 

Objective 
■ Produce and launch an interactive global map and database of all connectivity initiatives on a 

country by country basis 

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017) 
■ Interactive global connectivity map ■ No of visitors per month accessing the map  

■ Average time spent on the map page  

■ Calls-to-actions click through rate per month 

■ Variable database linked to the map ■ Collate relevant variables across initiatives with support 

from Members  

■ Up-to-date database linked to the map  

■ Identify good practices in mapping 

connectivity  

■ Good practices presented on GICA web portal 

Background 
■ There is a growing number of connectivity initiatives. 

■ Mapping of connectivity initiatives is currently at a regional or sub-regional level and doesn’t 

provide a comprehensive global canvas. 

■ There is an overflow of maps and related connectivity information/tools/reports scattered across 

public domain, but a one-stop systematic mapping initiative that integrates all is absent. 

■ Mapping of regional initiatives is not standardized making it difficult for stakeholders to compare 

and gain meaningful insights across initiatives.   

The Approach 
■ The approach will entail the following steps: - a. mapping existing initiatives, b. encouraging 

Members to share regular updated information across key variables, and c. identify good practices 

on mapping connectivity. 

a. Mapping existing initiatives: Design and launch an easy to maneuver global interactive map 

and database that will provide a visual overview of connectivity initiatives spanning across 

continents on a country by country basis. This includes regional initiatives which aim toward 

improving the flow of goods, people, data and capital across trans-national boundaries. By 
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clicking on a particular country on the map, the viewer can access all initiatives the country is 

part of. A succinct description of each initiative will be provided, targeting connectivity as the 

main theme. The map will direct to each of the initiatives, and will provide links to key reports/ 

documents corresponding to each of the initiatives and its official website. In order to be able 

to visualize the connectivity initiatives in greater detail, hyperlinks to detailed maps and 

infographics will also be provided.  

b. Updating map with key variables: The database linked to the visual map will be updated to 

include key variables for each of the connectivity initiatives. This will also involve compiling 

GICA Member strategic plan / vision and other important reports on each initiative and 

categorizing them for the benefit of various users including academicians, government 

agencies, private sector, civil sector organizations, donor and multilateral organizations. This 

round will involve regular updates on the variables and other developments across initiatives 

from Members. 

c. Analytical use of map database: Existing corridor maps will be reviewed and compared, and 

their best features will be highlighted to facilitate replication across different initiatives.  

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Develop a database mapping initiatives by country and visualizing those on a map.  

■ Provide up-to-date information on key variables linked to the initiatives as visualized in global 

map. Variables could include sector, funding agency, total budget, actual budget utilization, etc.  

■ Identify Initiatives with a high or medium level of influence, based on survey results. 

Members’ Role 
■ Validate list of connectivity initiatives. 

■ Validate connectivity variables and provide up-to-date information and updates to the Secretariat 

on a regular basis (preferable quarterly). 

■ Provide feedback on level of influence of different initiatives. 

Timeline of Deliverables 
■ Map is live and operational on GICA web portal (8/31/17) 

■ Good practices in corridor mapping are presented on the GICA web portal (8/31/17) 

■ Map is updated to include list of up-to-date information on key variables (12/31/17) 

Related Annex(s) 
■ Annex A: Key global connectivity initiatives 
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Global Connectivity Outlook 
Determining the trends and game changers impacting global connectivity 

 

Objective 
■ Inform ongoing connectivity initiatives though an overview of megatrends and game changers 

impacting connectivity for a 5-year and 2030 time horizon.  

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017)  

■ Global Connectivity Outlook Note 

■ “Outlook” Thought Leaders 

■ Outlook Note delivered  

■ Virtual discussion on game changers  

Background 
■ While the jury is out on the fate of globalization, improving connectivity remains at the forefront 

of most public policy mandates. With trade and global supply chains rapidly transforming, the 

type of connective infrastructure and services needed for sustainable, efficient and cost-

effective movement of traded goods and services is changing. Rapid growth in consumption calls 

for an increased focus of sustainability in connectivity solutions in particular in terms of carbon 

footprint and resilience. Policy makers need to develop a deep understanding of mega trends5 

and potential game changers6 for the demand and supply side of trade and for concomitant 

connective infrastructure needs. GICA Members produce a range of relevant forecasts and 

analysis that can be leveraged to build a range of potential scenarios.  Active dialogue on such 

scenarios, supplemented wherever possible by Big Data and demand predictive analytics, can 

improve the quality of decision making for infrastructure connectivity investments.  

The Approach 
■ GICA will focus on gathering, analyzing and synthesizing existing efforts at understanding trends 

and game changers among GICA Members over a 5 and 2030 time-horizon; surveying private 

sector and other industry stakeholders in the connectivity space; and integrating those views in 

a synthesis for policy makers.  

                                                           
5 Inter alia the rapid growth in consumer demand and customization as a result of a rising middle class in urban 
areas, of the fast expansion in digital trade and e-commerce. 
6 Inter alia, on the supply side, the advent of manufacturing 4.0 and 3 D printing impacting trade and in global 
supply chains, changes in power generation with regional markets based on increasing renewable energy requiring 
less coal transport than long term trends would suggest; emergence of new corridor options like the opening of 
the Northern Sea Route. 
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■ Existing Efforts. There are several existing efforts both completed and underway on this topic, 

which will be consolidated and presented to GICA members through the GICA Newsletter. The 

GICA Secretariat will compile publications from the World Bank, UNCTAD, OECD, ITF and WTO 

are already producing in this area. GICA will also leverage the work done by consultancies such 

as MGI, PWC, as well as private sector leaders such as DHL.  

■ Survey of private sector. Following the consolidation effort, a short survey of private sector 

players and industry insiders will be undertaken to serve as a foundation for the outlook’s 

conclusions. The survey will validate key megatrends related to connectivity under the four 

pillars of GICA - Planning for Scale Economies, Developing Sustainable Infrastructure Capacity, 

Enhancing Efficiency, and Ensuring Economic Inclusion. Anecdotal private sector case studies will 

also be captured. A key focus will be put on presenting side-by-side private sector’s expectations 

of megatrends and connectivity needs vis a vis connectivity undertakings of governments.   

■ Integrative approach. The Outlook Note will present findings from Members’ research efforts 

alongside the private sector views on connectivity megatrends.  The Secretariat will facilitate 

discussions among GICA Thought Leaders based on the findings and reconcile the views in an 

integrated note. The Outlook Note will be housed on the GICA web portal.   

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Synthesize megatrends and game changers in demand for and provision of connectivity systems 

and services based on contributions by GICA members.  

■ Develop an Outlook Note on megatrends, vision and game changers covering topics such as E-
logistics and e-commerce, Future of manufacturing, Internet of things, intelligent 
infrastructure/vehicles, etc. 

■ Foster exchanges within network of top experts on the future of connectivity. 

Members’ Role 
■ Share relevant reports, documents and vision statements. (By 6/30/17) 

■ Participate in identification of megatrends and game changers. 

■ Identify Outlook Thought Leaders and encourage them to participate. 

Estimated Delivery Dates 
■ Virtual discussion of “outlook” thought leaders (9/30/17) 

■ Articles published in “connectivity outlook” newsletter (10/31/17) 

■ Distribute Global Connectivity Outlook Note and post to GICA web portal (10/31/17) 

Related Annexes 
■ N/A 
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From Vision to Program to Projects 
Optimizing infrastructure financing for infrastructure connectivity programs 

 

Objective 
■ Support governments to adopt a new optimal paradigm of decision-making to develop, finance 

and fund infrastructure connectivity investments.  

Key Outputs Measures of Success (by March 2018) 

■ Financing Connectivity-Case 

Studies 

■ A decision-making checklist to 

optimize each type of 

infrastructure financing 

■ Directory of resources and tools 

of GICA members 

■ At least five selected success stories in multi-country 

infrastructure connectivity financing 

■ The decision-making checklist is adopted by developing 

country governments or their advisors at least 5 times 

■ A directory of resources and tools by GICA members is 

downloaded from the GICA web portal at least 50 times 

■ A new approach to decision making on infrastructure 

financing is taken on at least 1 regional infrastructure 

connectivity program 

Background 
 

The past two decades have seen major improvement in infrastructure connectivity, supported by large 

multi-country programs of investments (such as the development of economic corridors along the Greater 

Mekong Subregion or the development of Trans-European Transport Corridors).  Nonetheless there is a 

remaining significant infrastructure connectivity gap globally, requiring urgent addressing. It is estimated 

that meeting the identified pipeline projects in regional connectivity plans in Asia alone will cost $320 

billion through to 2020- and this sum does not include national level projects that have regional impact. 
 

Many regional visions and masterplans for connectivity have been developed but their implementation 

has been slowed by difficulties matching infrastructure needs and financing. For regional connectivity 

projects there is often a challenge in making available public resources in a synchronized manner to ensure 

cross-border interconnectivity.  Governments worldwide are constrained by the limits of public finance, 

especially in developing countries and particularly for complex cross border projects. Therefore, beyond 

public financing, many governments are seeking to tap more effectively on private funds, either via Public-

Private Partnerships (PPPs) or private financing.  
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Based on the analysis conducted for the G20, large pools of finance are available and eager to invest in 

long term infrastructure, provided projects are commercially viable. Crowding-in such investments can be 

achieved by determining the optimal funding source for different infrastructure projects as well as by 

creating the enabling environment to catalyze more private financing.  One approach is to first prioritize 

cost-effective private financing for infrastructure spending. If private financing is not available due to 

perceived market failures, such market failures can be addressed and accompanied by public sector 

reforms to encourage private financing. If the project risks still remain high, the usage of public or 

concessional funds can be considered for risk-sharing or credit enhancements. When despite public sector 

reforms or risk sharing mechanisms, the infrastructure project still cannot attract private sector financing, 

then public or concessional funds becomes the most suitable avenue, if economic benefits exceed costs.  

The G20 and the World Bank will be collaborating with other development partners and governments on 

this approach to decision making.  

The Approach 
GICA, as a G20 initiative, will support this agenda by: 

■ Assisting governments to think about options and adopt a new paradigm towards infrastructure 

connectivity investments. Based on the above guiding principles, GICA will facilitate the 

development of a decision making checklist, which governments could utilize to determine the 

optimal funding source of each infrastructure project. This structured approach would support 

governments to progress a vision (e.g. connectivity masterplan) into a program of projects that 

can be financed through a combination of public, concessional, private, or PPP funds. 

■ Helping developing country governments to understand what are the resources and tools made 

available by GICA Members to enable governments to prepare their connectivity infrastructure 

programs, and bring them to successful implementation. Development partners have a wide 

variety of resources and tools to assist governments, but a comprehensive directory is not 

available for easy access. GICA will support the sharing of tools contributed by members to 

understand past successes, assess bottlenecks, prepare programs, attract financing, support their 

implementation, and monitor and evaluate results, in partnership with others like GiH who 

focuses on the private sector side of infrastructure finance. GICA will specifically highlight the 

particularities of cross-border projects. 

■ The decision making checklist, and directory of tools by GICA Members, could also help developing 

country governments to better understand the gaps. The challenges faced by governments would 

be shared with GICA members, and could be tackled in GICA members’ future work.  

Secretariat’s Role 
■ To develop a decision making checklist, which governments could utilize to determine the 

optimal funding source for each infrastructure connectivity project serving regional or global 

connectivity. 



 

                                                      

 20     

■ To coordinate the directory of resources and tools, by GICA members, to assist governments to 

progress their infrastructure connectivity from vision to program to projects. 

■ To support the dissemination of the optimal approach to decision making on infrastructure 

financing, in order to maximize resources for infrastructure connectivity development. 

Members’ Role 
■ To share their experiences, resources and tools which assist governments to progress their 

connectivity infrastructure from vision to program to projects. Kindly follow the example 

provided in the PowerPoint slides (By 5/15/17). 

■ To leverage on the GICA decision making checklist in reaching out to its clients and promoting an 

optimized approach to decision making on infrastructure financing serving regional or global 

connectivity. 

Timeline of Deliverables 
■ Directory of Members’ resources and tools posted onto GICA web portal (8/31/17). 

■ Establish decision-making checklist for each type of infrastructure connectivity finance 

(9/30/17). 

Related Annexes 
■ Example of Resources and Tools, by the World Bank Group (See PowerPoint presentation). 
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Monitoring and Assessing Connectivity 
Providing relevant performance measurement tools on global infrastructure connectivity  

 

Objective 
■ Equip practitioners with the best fitted tools to measure and assess connectivity at a global, 

regional or corridor level.  

Key Proposed Outputs Measures of Success (by Dec 2017)  

■ Review of available tools 

■ GICA Working Group 

■ Deliver note on available tools 

■ Recommendation from Working Group on best practices 

Background 
■ Many indicators on infrastructure connectivity performance exist, however there is no universal 

performance measurement tool.  

■ The scale and nature of infrastructure connectivity programs vary from initiative to initiative, 

with unique characteristics, such as region or sector, leading to certain performance 

measurement tools being more or less applicable. GICA is well positioned to identify which tools 

may be most appropriate to specific users on a global, regional, and corridor-level.  

The Approach 
■ Identify and create an inventory of major connectivity performance measurement tools 

developed by GICA Members and private sector Contributors. 

■ Summarize available tools with comparative assessment of global, regional, and corridor-level 

indicators. 

■ Based on Working Group discussion, determine the most appropriate performance 

measurement tools, focusing on relevance to user.  

Secretariat’s Role 
■ Identify and present major connectivity performance measurement tools developed by GICA 

Members and Contributors. 

■ Prepare note summarizing available performance measurement tools 

■ Invite Members to join GICA Working Group on performance measurement 
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Members’ Role 
■ Share performance measurement tools in use (by 6/15/17) 

■ Indicate needs and products under development that can be shared 

■ Participate in GICA Working Group on performance measurement   

Estimated Delivery Dates 
■ GICA Working Group on performance measurement established (6/30/17) 

■ Post inventory and assessment of performance measurement tools to web portal (8/31/17)  

Related Annexes 
■ N/A 
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Annex A - Key global connectivity initiatives (1st Draft) 

Please note that the descriptions below are derived from the official descriptions for those initiatives and does not constitute an implicit or explicit 

endorsement from GICA or its partners. The initial focus has been on trade and transport corridor initiatives. This will be expanded to energy and 

ICT programs at a second stage.  

 

Cross border 
initiatives 

Brief Description Important 
Documents  

Link to 
website 

Link to 
Infographics 

Link to Detailed 
Map 

1. One Belt One 
Road 
Initiative 

The “One Belt One Road” (OBOR) initiative was announced 
by President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China 
(China) in 2013. Countries along the Belt and Road would 
be able to improve the connectivity of their infrastructure 
construction plans and form an infrastructure network, 
bringing together all sub-regions in Asia, Europe and 
Africa, taking into account of each other’s security and 
sovereignty concerns. Key transportation passageways 
will be improved upon, in order to realize international 
transport facilitation for the different countries through 
the following areas: railways and highways, sea-ports, 
aviation, energy-oil and gas pipelines, power supply and 
communications- optical networks. 

■ Action Plan on 
the One Belt One 
Road Initiative 

 OBOR 
Website 

 
 Silk Road 

Think Tank 
Association 

http://www.s
cmp.com/info
graphics/articl
e/1874865/in
fographic-
one-belt-one-
road 

https://www.me
rics.org/fileadmi
n/user_upload/p
ic/China-
Mapping/China
Mapping_Silk_R
oad_SiKo_Final_
122015.pdf 

Defining the six Economic Corridors of the Belt and Road Initiative 

1.1. China 
Pakistan 
Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a framework 
of regional connectivity. CPEC will not only benefit China 
and Pakistan but will have positive impact on Iran, 
Afghanistan, India, Central Asian Republics, and the 
region. The enhancement of geographical linkages having 
improved road, rail and air transportation system with 
frequent and free exchanges of growth and people to 
people contact, enhancing understanding through 
academic, cultural and regional knowledge, activity of 

 Progress update 
on the CPEC 

 CPEC 
Website 

 - http://cpec.gov.
pk/maps 
 

http://english.gov.cn/archive/publications/2015/03/30/content_281475080249035.htm
http://english.gov.cn/archive/publications/2015/03/30/content_281475080249035.htm
http://english.gov.cn/archive/publications/2015/03/30/content_281475080249035.htm
http://english.gov.cn/beltAndRoad/
http://english.gov.cn/beltAndRoad/
http://www.srcic.com/
http://www.srcic.com/
http://www.srcic.com/
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
http://www.scmp.com/infographics/article/1874865/infographic-one-belt-one-road
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
https://www.merics.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pic/China-Mapping/ChinaMapping_Silk_Road_SiKo_Final_122015.pdf
http://cpec.gov.pk/progress-update
http://cpec.gov.pk/progress-update
http://cpec.gov.pk/
http://cpec.gov.pk/
http://cpec.gov.pk/maps
http://cpec.gov.pk/maps
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Cross border 
initiatives 

Brief Description Important 
Documents  
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Link to 
Infographics 

Link to Detailed 
Map 

higher volume of flow of trade and businesses, producing 
and moving energy to have more optimal businesses and 
enhancement of co-operation by win-win model will result 
in well connected, integrated region.  

1.2. China, 
Mongolia, Russia, 
Mongolia 
Economic 
Corridor  

China, Mongolia, Russia will cooperate to build the 
economic corridor, strengthen cooperation in 
transportation infrastructure connectivity, port 
construction, industrial capacity, investment, trade and 
economy, cultural exchanges and environmental 
protection in order to improve economic benefits 
amongst each of the countries. 

 Presentation on 
China, Russia, 
Mongolia 
Economic 
Corridor 

 Refer to 
OBOR 
Website  

- - 

1.3. New Eurasian 
Land Based 
Economic 
Corridor 

The New Eurasia Land Bridge, also known as the Second 
Eurasia Land Bridge, is an international railway line 
running from Lianyungang in China’s Jiangsu province 
through Alashankou in Xinjiang to Rotterdam in Holland. 
The China section of the line comprises the Lanzhou-
Lianyungang Railway and the Lanzhou-Xinjiang Railway 
and stretches through eastern, central and western China. 
After exiting Chinese territory, the new land bridge passes 
through Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus and Poland, reaching 
a number of coastal ports in Europe. Capitalizing on the 
New Eurasia Land Bridge, China has opened an 
international freight rail route linking Chongqing to 
Duisburg (Germany); a direct freight train running 
between Wuhan and Mělník and Pardubice (Czech 
Republic); a freight rail route from Chengdu to Lodz 
(Poland); and a freight rail route from Zhengzhou to 
Hamburg (Germany). All these new rail routes offer rail-to-
rail freight transport, as well as the convenience of “one 
declaration, one inspection, one cargo release” for any 
cargo transported. 

 Potential for 
Eurasia land 
bridge corridors 
& logistics 
developments 
along the 
corridors 
 
 

 Refer to 
OBOR 
Website 

-  http://www.gl
obalsecurity.o
rg/military/w
orld/china/im
ages/map-
belt-and-
road-3.jpg 

http://aebf15.mn/backend/f/J7RRlviWUH.pdf
http://aebf15.mn/backend/f/J7RRlviWUH.pdf
http://aebf15.mn/backend/f/J7RRlviWUH.pdf
http://aebf15.mn/backend/f/J7RRlviWUH.pdf
http://aebf15.mn/backend/f/J7RRlviWUH.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
https://www.tno.nl/media/2825/report_potential_eurasia_land_bridge_rail-corridors_final_25042012.pdf
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/china/images/map-belt-and-road-3.jpg
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1.4. China-Central 
Asia-West Asia 

The China-Central Asia West Asia Economic Corridor 
would run from Xinjiang via Alashankou, on the China 
Kazakhstan border, to join the existing railway networks of 
Central Asia and Middle East. The corridor covers the 
Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Afghanistan as 
well as Iran and Turkey. An extension of the line could be 
added to run to Ukraine via Azerbaijan, Georgia and 
Russia. That said, individual components of the corridor 
have already been implemented. For example, the 
Kamchiq Tunnel, the longest railway tunnel in Central Asia 
and a critical project along the Angren-Pap railway line in 
Uzbekistan, was successfully completed by China Rail 
Group Limited, advancing connectivity between China and 
Central Asia. In September 2016, a rail connection 
between China and Afghanistan was inaugurated. Once 
completed, a train ride from eastern China to Iran will take 
less than half the time of an alternative trip via the port of 
Shanghai. 

-  Refer to 
OBOR 
Website 

- - 

1.5. China 
Indochina 
Peninsula 
Economic 
Corridor (CICPEC) 

The corridor also known as Nanning-Singapore Economic 
Corridor, the CICPEC aims to connect eight major cities—
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Phnom Penh, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vientiane, Hanoi and the Chinese city of 
Nanning. From there, additional connectivity nodes would 
be extended to the major economic hubs of Guangzhou 
and Hong Kong, thus forming a web connecting ten cities 
with cumulative population of over 50 million. 

-  Refer to 
OBOR 
Website 

- - 

1.6. Bangladesh-
China-India-
Myanmar 

Referred to as “an international gateway to South Asia,” 
the BCIMEC will essentially be an expressway and high-
speed rail link between the Chinese city of Kunming in 
Yunnan Province and Kolkata in India via Mandalay in 

-  Refer to 
OBOR 
Website 

- - 
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Economic 
Corridor (BCIMEC) 

Myanmar and the Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka. In 
addition to the land bridge the four countries have also 
agreed to build air and water ways connecting each other 
as well as power transmission lines and oil pipelines. The 
corridor will connect a collective market of over 400 
million people including West Bengal, India’s fourth most 
populous state. 

2. International 
North South 
Transport 
Corridor 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), is a 
multi-modal transportation established in September 
2000 in St. Petersburg, by Iran, Russia and India for the 
purpose of promoting transportation cooperation among 
the Member States. This corridor connects India Ocean 
and Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran, then is 
connected to St. Petersburg and North Europe via Russia. 
The INSTC was expanded to include eleven new members, 
namely: Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Armenia, 
Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of 
Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Republic of Ukraine, 
Republic of Belarus, Oman, Syria, Bulgaria (Observer). 

 Agreement on 
the North South 
Corridor 

 Final report of 
the 5th Meeting 
of the 
Coordination 
Council  
 
 

 Internation
al North 
South 
Corridor 
Website 

 http://vald
aiclub.com
/multimed
ia/infogra
phics/nort
h-south-
internatio
nal-
transport-
corridor/ 
 
 

 http://www.i
nstc-
org.ir/Pages/
Map1.aspx 
 
 

3. South Asia 
Association 
for Regional 
Cooperation 
(SAARC) 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) is the regional intergovernmental organization 
and geopolitical union of nations in South Asia. Its member 
states include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, the Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  SAARC was 
founded in Dhaka on 8th December,1985. Its secretariat is 
based in Kathmandu, Nepal. The organization promotes 
development of economic and regional integration. It 
launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006. SAARC 
maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United 
Nations as an observer and has developed links with 
multilateral entities, including the European Union. 

 Compilation of 
SAARC 
Charter/Conventi
ons/ Agreements 
(1985-2016) 

 Compendium on 
Best Practices 

 SAARC 
Website 

- - 

http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Agreement/Agreement.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Agreement/Agreement.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Agreement/Agreement.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Documents%20Archive/Final%20Report%20of%20the%205th%20Meeting%20of%20Coordination%20Council%2024-25%20June%202013;Baku,Azerbaijan.pdf
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Home_Page.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Home_Page.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Home_Page.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Home_Page.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Home_Page.aspx
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://valdaiclub.com/multimedia/infographics/north-south-international-transport-corridor/
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Map1.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Map1.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Map1.aspx
http://www.instc-org.ir/Pages/Map1.aspx
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/compilation%20%20of%20Charter,%20conv_20161227112809.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/compilation%20%20of%20Charter,%20conv_20161227112809.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/compilation%20%20of%20Charter,%20conv_20161227112809.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/compilation%20%20of%20Charter,%20conv_20161227112809.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/compilation%20%20of%20Charter,%20conv_20161227112809.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/Compendium%20on%20Best%20Practices%20(Published%20copy)_20150422114417.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/uploads/publications/file/Compendium%20on%20Best%20Practices%20(Published%20copy)_20150422114417.pdf
http://www.saarc-sec.org/
http://www.saarc-sec.org/
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4. South Asia 
Sub Regional 
Economic 
Cooperation 
(SASEC) 

The South Asia Sub-Regional Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) Program, set up in 2001, brings together 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, and Sri 
Lanka in a project-based partnership to promote regional 
prosperity by improving cross-border connectivity, 
boosting trade among member countries, and 
strengthening regional economic cooperation. Since 2001, 
SASEC countries have implemented 44 regional projects 
worth around $9.05 billion in the energy, transport, trade 
facilitation, economic corridor development, and 
information and communications technology (ICT) sectors. 
SASEC helps countries strengthen road, rail, and air links, 
and create the conditions necessary to provide reliable 
energy and boost intraregional trade in South Asia to cater 
to the needs of the region's growing economies. The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) serves as Secretariat to the 
SASEC Program. ADB supports SASEC countries in 
strengthening regional ties for growth and promoting 
cooperation; and provides financial and technical support 
to improve connectivity, strengthen institutions and trade 
links, and expand human capital. 

 South Asia Sub-
regional 
Economic 
Cooperation 
Operational Plan 
2016–2025 

 Link to key 
projects 
portfolio 2012-
16 

 Sub-regional 
Cooperation 
Initiatives 

 

 SASEC 
Website 

-  http://www.
sasec.asia/c
orridor/ 

 

5. South Asia 
Growth 
Quadrangle 
(SAGQ) 

The South Asia Growth Quadrangle (SAGQ) was launched 
in April 1997 by the Foreign Ministers of Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, and Nepal (BBIN). The Ninth Summit of the 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
on May 1997 in Male, Maldives endorsed SAGQ as a sub-
regional initiative under SAARC. The goals of SAGQ are: 
■ To create an enabling environment for accelerating 

economic growth; 
■ To overcome infrastructural constraints; and 

-  ADB link 
to SAGQ 

- - 

https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
https://www.adb.org/documents/sasec-operational-plan-2016-2025
http://sasec.asia/index.php?page=projects
http://sasec.asia/index.php?page=projects
http://sasec.asia/index.php?page=projects
http://sasec.asia/index.php?page=projects
https://aric.adb.org/pdf/aeir/AEIR2016_5_subregional-cooperation-initiatives.pdf
https://aric.adb.org/pdf/aeir/AEIR2016_5_subregional-cooperation-initiatives.pdf
https://aric.adb.org/pdf/aeir/AEIR2016_5_subregional-cooperation-initiatives.pdf
https://aric.adb.org/pdf/aeir/AEIR2016_5_subregional-cooperation-initiatives.pdf
http://sasec.asia/
http://sasec.asia/
http://www.sasec.asia/corridor/
http://www.sasec.asia/corridor/
http://www.sasec.asia/corridor/
https://aric.adb.org/initiative/south-asia-growth-quadrangle
https://aric.adb.org/initiative/south-asia-growth-quadrangle
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■ To make optimal use of and further develop the 
complementarities in the sub-region 

To develop economic and institutional linkages and nodal 
points for facilitating cooperation on policy framework 
and project implementation. 

6. Brunei 
Darussalam-
Indonesia-
Malaysia-The 
Philippines 
East ASEAN 
Growth Area 
(BIMP-EAGA) 

The Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines 
East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) initiative was 
launched in 1994 as a cooperation initiative by the four 
BIMP-EAGA nations to accelerate economic development 
in areas that are geographically distant from their national 
capitals, yet in strategic proximity to each other, in one of 
the world's most resource-rich regions that includes the 
Heart of Borneo and Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion. 
BIMP-EAGA cooperation aims to increase trade, tourism, 
and investments by: 

 Facilitating the free movement of people, goods, and 
services; 

 Making the best use of common infrastructure and 
natural resources and 

 Taking the fullest advantage of economic 
complementation. 

The BIMP-EAGA initiative is envisioned to be private 
sector-led and market-driven. 

 Implementation 
Blueprint 2012-
16 

 Project Manual 

 BIMP-
EAGA  

 
 ADB page 

on BIMP-
EAGA 

 

 https://ww
w.adb.org/s
ites/default
/files/page/
34232/bimp
-eaga-
statistical-
information
-brief.pdf 

 

- 

7. Indonesia, 
Malaysia, 
Thailand 
Growth 
Triangle 

The Indonesia Malaysia Thailand Growth Triangle (IMT GT) 
was established in 1993 and consists of several 
provinces/states in the island of Sumatra in Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and southern Thailand. In 2001, the members 
agreed on six models of cooperation concentrating on the 
Seamless Songkhla-Penang-Medan Economic Corridor. 
Implementing Technical Groups were established to 
evaluate and coordinate projects for each of the six 

 Implementation 
Blueprint (2012-
16) 

 Project Manual 
 

 

 IMT-GT 
Website 

-  http://www.
imtgt.org/im
ages/big-
map.jpg 
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models: cross-sectoral development (human resource 
development); development of hinterlands and intra-
trade; infrastructure development; open market 
operations (special telecommunications zone); sectoral 
development (tourism); and trade and in-situ 
development. 

8. Central Asian 
Regional 
Economic 
Cooperation 
(CAREC) 

The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation, or 
CAREC, Program is a partnership of 11 countries 
(Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, People's Republic of China, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan), supported by 6 
multilateral institutions, working together to promote 
development through cooperation, leading to accelerated 
growth and poverty reduction. The CAREC program plays 
a pivotal role in promoting regional economic cooperation 
through common infrastructure development and policy 
dialogue. Intraregional trade and investment shares have 
started to rise, as CAREC was particularly instrumental in 
creating a network of multimodal transport corridors that 
open up economic opportunities by lowering trade costs, 
enhancing the flow of trade and people, and linking 
Central Asian countries to each other and with the rest of 
the world. CAREC members are expected to set new 
targets for a 2025 strategy reflecting the region’s emerging 
new challenges and opportunities. 

 Operationalizing 
Economic 
Corridors in 
CAREC 

 CAREC 
Website 

-  http://carec
program.org
/index.php?
page=carec-
corridors 

 

http://www.carecprogram.org/uploads/docs/CAREC-Publications/CAREC-ECD-study.pdf
http://www.carecprogram.org/uploads/docs/CAREC-Publications/CAREC-ECD-study.pdf
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9. Greater 
Mekong Sub-
region 
economic 
cooperation 
program 

In 1992, the six countries of the Greater Mekong Sub-
region (GMS), with assistance from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and building on their shared 
histories and cultures, launched the GMS Economic 
Cooperation Program to enhance their economic 
relations. The GMS comprises Cambodia, the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC, specifically Yunnan Province and 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region), the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic (Lao PDR), Myanmar, Thailand, and 
Viet Nam. The GMS is a natural economic area bound 
together by the Mekong River, with an area of 2.6 million 
square kilometers and a combined population of about 
333.8 million. The GMS Program, with the support of ADB 
and other development partners, helps identify and 
implement high-priority sub-regional projects in a wide 
range of sectors. To realize its vision of a prosperous, 
integrated, and harmonious sub-region, the GMS Program 
has adopted a three-pronged strategy (the 3 Cs): 
• increasing connectivity through sustainable 

development of physical infrastructure and the 
transformation of transport corridors into 
transnational economic corridors; 

• improving competitiveness through efficient 
facilitation of cross-border movement of people and 
goods and the integration of markets, production 
processes, and value chains; and 

• building a greater sense of community through 
projects and programs that address shared social and 
environmental concerns 

 Greater Mekong 
Sub-region 
Economic 
Cooperation 
Program 

 https://w
ww.adb.or
g/countrie
s/gms/mai
n 

 

-  Page 5 of 
https://www
.adb.org/site
s/default/file
s/publication
/29387/gms-
ecp-
overview-
2015.pdf 
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10. Partnership 
for Quality 
Infrastructure 

The government of Japan promotes quality infrastructure 
investment through “Partnership for Quality 
Infrastructure: Investment for Asia’s Future,” which 
consists of four pillars, in collaboration with other 
countries and international organizations. Japan, in 
collaboration with Asian Development Bank (ADB), will 
provide approximately USD 110 billion (about a 30% 
increase) for “quality infrastructure investment” in Asia 
over the next five years. This initiative will play a catalytic 
role in further mobilizing financial resources and know-
how from the private sector across the globe to Asia, a 
region full of potential, in such a way that promotes 
infrastructure investment that the region needs, both in 
terms of quantity and quality. 

 Partnership for 
Quality 
Infrastructure, 
Investment for 
Asia’s Future by 
MoFA 
 
 

 PQI 
Website 

 https://w
ww.mof.g
o.jp/inter
national_
policy/ec
onomic_a
ssistance/
pqi/pqi_b
esshi02_e
.pdf 

  

- 

11. Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for 
Multi-
Sectoral 
Technical and 
Economic 
Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) 

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a regional 
organization comprising seven Member States lying in the 
littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal 
constituting a contiguous regional unity. This sub-regional 
organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the 
Bangkok Declaration. It constitutes seven Member States: 
five deriving from South Asia, including Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast 
Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand. Initially, the 
economic bloc was formed with four Member States with 
the acronym 'BIST-EC' (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand Economic Cooperation). Following the inclusion 
of Myanmar on 22 December 1997 during a special 
Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok, the Group was renamed 
'BIMST-EC' (Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand Economic Cooperation). With the admission of 

 Brief on 
BIMSTEC 

 BIMSTEC 
Website 

-  http://bimst
ec.org/devw
ps  

 

http://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000081298.pdf
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Nepal and Bhutan at the 6th Ministerial Meeting (February 
2004, Thailand), the name of the grouping was changed to 
'Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation' (BIMSTEC). One of the most 
important objectives of this initiative is to create an 
enabling environment for rapid economic development 
through identification and implementation of specific 
cooperation projects in the sectors of infrastructure and 
transportation, trade, investment and industry, 
technology, human resource development, tourism, 
agriculture, and energy. 

12. ASEAN’s 
Master Plan 
on ASEAN 
Connectivity 

The Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC) is ASEAN’s 
flagship program to realize a closer and more integrated 
Southeast Asian region. Adopted on 28 October 2010 
through the Hanoi Declaration on the Adoption of the 
Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity, MPAC is a strategic 
document and plan of action that aims to enhance the 
region’s physical infrastructure, institutions, and people-
to-people relations. Physically, it will connect and improve 
the region’s infrastructure, which is the key to achieving 
the seamless movement of people, goods, and services. 
Institutionally, it will aid in reducing policy and institutional 
barriers. Rules, regulations, and standards will be 
harmonized, in addition to improving member states’ 
technical capacity. Lastly, it will bring the peoples of 
ASEAN closer to realizing a genuine ASEAN Community. All 
of these are expected to result in a tightly knit region 
which, in turn, will enhance ASEAN’s economic and 
strategic credibility. 

 Master Plan on 
ASEAN 
Connectivity 

 Master Plan on 
ASEAN 
Connectivity 
2025 

 ASEAN 
Connectivity 
(Project 
Information 
Sheets) 

 ASEAN 
Website 
focusing on 
Master 
Plan 

 Page 7 of 
http://ase
an.org/sto
rage/2016
/09/Maste
r-Plan-on-
ASEAN-
Connectivi
ty-
20251.pdf 
 

 ASEAN 
Highway 
Network 
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13. APEC 
Connectivity 
Initiative 

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a regional 
economic forum established in 1989 to leverage the 
growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. APEC's 21 
members aim to create greater prosperity for the people 
of the region by promoting balanced, inclusive, 
sustainable, innovative and secure growth and by 
accelerating regional economic integration. In the APEC 
Leaders’ 2013 Declaration, APEC members shared their 
aspiration to reach a seamlessly and comprehensively 
connected and integrated Asia-Pacific through the pillars 
of Physical Connectivity, Institutional Connectivity and 
People-to-People Connectivity. APEC aims that by 
connecting APEC’s developed and emerging growth 
centers, the region’s quality of growth will improve, 
contributing to the Asia-Pacific’s economic prosperity and 
resilience.  APEC has developed a blueprint as a strategic 
guide for current and future initiatives that will bring the 
APEC region closer together, and as a high-level 
framework towards which many APEC work streams will 
focus their efforts.  

 APEC 
Connectivity 
Blueprint 

 APEC 
Website 

 http://ww
w.apec.org
/~/media/I
mages/Inf
ographics/
2015/APE
C%20Conn
ectivity%2
0Blueprint
/APEC%20
Connectivi
ty%20Info
graphic.jpg 
 

 http://public
ations.apec.o
rg/publicatio
n-
detail.php?p
ub_id=1730 
 

14. Connecting 
Europe 

The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is a key EU funding 
instrument to promote growth, jobs and competitiveness 
through targeted infrastructure investment at European 
level. It supports the development of high performing, 
sustainable and efficiently interconnected trans-European 
networks in the fields of transport, energy and digital 
services. CEF investments fill the missing links in Europe's 
energy, transport and digital backbone. 
The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for Transport is the 
funding instrument to realize European transport 
infrastructure policy. It aims at supporting investments in 

 Regulation of the 
European 
Parliament and 
the Council 
establishing the 
Connecting 
Europe Facility 
(EU) No 
1316/2013 of 11 
December 2013 

 EC’s 
Connecting 
Europe 
Facility link 

- - 
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building new transport infrastructure in Europe or 
rehabilitating and upgrading the existing one. CEF 
Transport focuses on cross-border projects and projects 
aiming at removing bottlenecks or bridging missing links in 
various sections of the Core Network and on the 
Comprehensive Network (link), as well as for horizontal 
priorities such as traffic management systems 

 CEF Transport 
Work 
Programmes and 
project selection 
decisions: https:/
/ec.europa.eu/tr
ansport/themes/
infrastructure/ne
ws/2015-06-29-
cef 

 Projects of 
Common 
Interest in 
Energy 
Infrastructure, 
DG 
Energy. https://
ec.europa.eu/en
ergy/en/topics/i
nfrastructure/pr
ojects-common-
int... 

15. ASEF’s 
Connectivity 
initiative 

In March 1996, the leaders of 25 European and Asian 
countries, together with the European Commission, 
convened in Bangkok, Thailand, for the inaugural Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM). This historic summit paved the 
way for the establishment of the Asia-Europe Foundation 
(ASEF) one year later in 1997. The Asia-Europe Foundation 
(ASEF) promotes greater mutual understanding between 
Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural and people-
to-people exchanges. Through ASEF, civil society concerns 

 ASEF Annual 
Report 2015 

 ASEF Outlook 
report 2016-17- 
Connectivity: 
Facts and 
Perspectives 

 ASEF 
Website 

- - 

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/news/2015-06-29-cef
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https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/infrastructure/projects-common-interest
http://www.asef.org/ebooks/annualreport/2015/
http://www.asef.org/ebooks/annualreport/2015/
http://www.asef.org/pubs/asef-publications/3891-asef-outlook-report-2016/2017-2
http://www.asef.org/pubs/asef-publications/3891-asef-outlook-report-2016/2017-2
http://www.asef.org/pubs/asef-publications/3891-asef-outlook-report-2016/2017-2
http://www.asef.org/pubs/asef-publications/3891-asef-outlook-report-2016/2017-2
http://www.asef.org/pubs/asef-publications/3891-asef-outlook-report-2016/2017-2
http://www.asef.org/
http://www.asef.org/
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are included as a vital component of deliberations of the 
ASEM.  ASEF was established in February 1997 by the 
participating governments and organizations of ASEM and 
has since implemented over 650 projects, engaging over 
17,000 direct participants as well as reaching out to a 
much wider audience in Asia and Europe. ASEM intends to 
also achieve visible results by implementing more tangible 
cooperation. “Connectivity” is a comprehensive concept 
that not only concerns infrastructure but also applies to 
many other important areas, including trade, investment, 
education, culture and people-to-people exchanges. 
Connectivity, which is related to all of the three pillars of 
ASEM (politics, economy, culture & society), precisely 
embodies ASEM’s activities. 

16. The Transport 
Corridor 
Europe 
Caucasus Asia 

The Intergovernmental Commission (IGC) TRACECA is 
open for all the initiatives promoting the development of 
regional transport dialogue and ensuring the efficient and 
reliable Euro-Asian transport links, promoting the regional 
economy on the whole. TRACECA corridor is involved in 
gradually developing trends of trade and economic 
development. Major traffic flows passing through a 
corridor formed on… the one hand, in Western and Central 
Europe, and on the other - in Central and South-East Asia. 
The attractiveness of TRACECA countries is confirmed by 
their interest extending regional cooperation and 
development services. At present the TRACECA countries 
are gradually implementing the IGC TRACECA Strategy for 
development of the international transport Europe-
Caucasus-Asia corridor aimed at creation of a sustainable 
infrastructure chain ensuring multi-modal transport with 

 Strategy of the 
Intergovernmen
tal Commission 
TRACECA for 
development of 
the international 
transport 
corridor Europe-
the Caucasus-
Asia for 2016-
2026 
 

 TRACECA 
Regional Project 
- Logistics 
Processes and 

 TRACECA 
Website 

-  TRACECA 
Rail Routes 

 TRACECA 
Road Routes 

 TRACECA 
Routes 
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step-by-step integration of the corridor into the Trans-
European Transport Networks (TENs). 

Motorways of 
the Sea II 
 

17. Trans 
European 
Transport 
Network 
(TEN-Tec) 

The TEN-Tec policy supports the completion of 30 Priority 
Projects, representing high European added value, as well 
as projects of common interest and traffic management 
systems that will play a key role in facilitating the mobility 
of goods and passengers within the EU. The transport 
network will remove bottlenecks, upgrade infrastructure 
and streamline cross border transport operations for 
passengers and businesses throughout the EU. It will 
improve connections between different modes of 
transport and contribute to the EU's climate change 
objectives. The new core TEN-T network will be supported 
by a comprehensive network of routes, feeding into the 
core network at regional and national level. This will 
largely be financed by Member States, with some EU 
transport and regional funding possibilities, including with 
new innovative financing instruments. The aim is to ensure 
that progressively, and by 2050, the great majority of 
Europe's citizens and businesses will be no more than 30 
minutes' travel time from this comprehensive network. 
Taken as a whole, the new transport network will deliver: 

 safer and less congested travel 
 smoother and quicker journeys 

"Core network corridors" were introduced to facilitate the 
coordinated implementation of the core network. They 
bring together public and private resources and 
concentrate EU support from the CEF, particularly to: 

 remove bottlenecks 
 build missing cross-border connections and 

 EU 
Transport in 
figures 2016 

 Ports and 
Engine for 
Growth, 
2014 

 EU Energy, 
transport 
and GHG 
emissions - 
Trends to 
2050 

 

 Trans-
European 
Transport 
Network 

-  Link to 
interactive 
maps: 
http://ec.euro
pa.eu/transpo
rt/infrastructu
re/tentec/tent
ec-
portal/map/m
aps.html 
 

 European 
Transport 
Network- 
Freight 

 
 European 

Transport 
Network- 
Waterways 

 
 European 

Transport 
Network- 
Passengers 

 
 European 

Transport 

http://www.traceca-org.org/fileadmin/fm-dam/TAREP/65ta/Master_Plan/MP.pdf
http://www.traceca-org.org/fileadmin/fm-dam/TAREP/65ta/Master_Plan/MP.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/pocketbook-2016_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/pocketbook-2016_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/pocketbook-2016_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/statistics/pocketbook-2016_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/modes/maritime/ports/doc/2014-ports-leaflet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/modes/maritime/ports/doc/2014-ports-leaflet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/modes/maritime/ports/doc/2014-ports-leaflet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/modes/maritime/ports/doc/2014-ports-leaflet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/media/publications/doc/trends-to-2050-update-2013.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/map/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_freight.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_freight.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_freight.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_freight.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_iwws.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_iwws.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_iwws.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_iwws.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_passengers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_passengers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_passengers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_passengers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_roads.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/tent_modes/EU_A0Landscape_roads.pdf


 

37   

Cross border 
initiatives 

Brief Description Important 
Documents  

Link to 
website 

Link to 
Infographics 

Link to Detailed 
Map 

 promote modal integration and interoperability 
The nine economic corridors of the Ten-T initiative are 
provided in subsequent rows. 

Network- 
Roads 

 

Defining the nine economic corridors of the Ten-T initiative 

17.1.The Scandin
avian-
Mediterranean 
Corridor  

The Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor is a crucial 
north-south axis for the European economy. Crossing the 
Baltic Sea from Finland to Sweden and passing through 
Germany, the Alps and Italy, it links the major urban 
centers and ports of Scandinavia and Northern Germany 
to continue to the industrialized high production centers 
of Southern Germany, Austria and Northern Italy further 
to the Italian ports and Valletta. The most important 
projects in this corridor are the fixed Fehmarnbelt crossing 
and Brenner base tunnel, including their access routes. It 
extends, across the sea, from Southern Italy and Sicily to 
Malta. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/sca
n-med_en   

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/sca
ndinavian_me
diterranean_
map.pdf  

17.2. The North 
Sea-Baltic 
Corridor 

The North Sea-Baltic Corridor connects the ports of the 
Eastern shore of the Baltic Sea with the ports of the North 
Sea. The corridor will connect Finland with Estonia by 
ferry, provide modern road and rail transport links 
between the three Baltic States on the one hand and 
Poland, Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium on the 
other. Between the Odra River and German, Dutch and 
Flemish ports, it also includes inland waterways, such as 
the "Mittelland-Kanal". The most important project is "Rail 
Baltic", a European standard gauge railway between 
Tallinn, Riga, Kaunas and North-Eastern Poland. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/nor
thsea-
baltic_en  

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/infr
astructure/ten
tec/tentec-
portal/site/ma
ps_upload/cor
ridors_png/C2
_northsea_bal
tic.pdf  

17.3. The North 
Sea-

The North Sea-Mediterranean Corridor stretches from 
Ireland and the north of UK through the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg to the Mediterranean Sea in the 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
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Mediterranean 
Corridor 

south of France. This multimodal corridor, comprising 
inland waterways in Benelux and France, aims not only at 
offering better multimodal services between the North 
Sea ports, the Maas, Rhine, Scheldt, Seine, Saone and 
Rhone river basins and the ports of Fos-sur-Mer and 
Marseille, but also better interconnecting the British Isles 
with continental Europe. 

mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/nor
thsea-
med_en  

port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/no
rthsea_medit
erranean_ma
p.pdf 

17.4. The Baltic-
Adriatic Corridor 

The Baltic-Adriatic Corridor is one of the most important 
trans-European road and railway axes. It connects the 
Baltic with the Adriatic Sea, through industrialized areas 
between Southern Poland (Upper Silesia), Vienna and 
Bratislava, the Eastern Alpine region and Northern Italy. It 
comprises important railway projects such as Semmering 
base tunnel and Koralm railway in Austria. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/bal
-adr_en  

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/bal
tic_adriatic_m
ap.pdf 

17.5. The 
Orient/East-Med 
Corridor 

The Orient/East-Med Corridor connects the maritime 
interfaces of the North, Baltic, Black and Mediterranean 
Seas, allowing optimising the use of the ports concerned 
and the related motorways of the Sea. Including Elbe as 
inland waterway, it will improve the multimodal 
connections between Northern Germany, the Czech 
Republic, the Pannonian region and Southeast Europe. It 
extends, across the sea, from Greece to Cyprus. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/ori
ent-
eastmed_en  

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/ori
ent_east_med
_map.pdf 

17.6. The Rhine-
Alpine Corridor 

The Rhine-Alpine Corridor constitutes one of the busiest 
freight routes of Europe, connecting the North Sea ports 
of Rotterdam and Antwerp to the Mediterranean basin in 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
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Genoa, via Switzerland and some of the major economic 
centres in the Rhein-Ruhr, the Rhein-Main-Neckar, regions 
and the agglomeration of Milan in Northern Italy. This 
multimodal corridor includes the Rhine as inland 
waterway. Key projects are the base tunnels, partly 
already completed, in Switzerland and their access routes 
in Germany and Italy. 

mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/rhi
ne-alp_en  

port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/rhi
ne_alpine_ma
p.pdf 

17.7. The Atlantic 
Corridor 

The Atlantic Corridor links the Western part of the Iberian 
Peninsula and the ports of Le Havre and Rouen to Paris and 
further to Mannheim/Strasbourg, with high speed rail 
lines and parallel conventional ones, including also the 
Seine as inland waterway. The maritime dimension plays a 
crucial role in this corridor. 

 Background 
document 

 http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/atl
antic_en  

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/atl
antic_map.pdf  

17.8. The Rhine-
Danube Corridor, 

The Rhine-Danube Corridor, with the Main and Danube 
waterway as its backbone, connects the central regions 
around Strasbourg and Frankfurt via Southern Germany to 
Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest and finally the Black Sea, with 
an important branch from Munich to Prague, Zilina, Kosice 
and the Ukrainian border. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-
t-
guidelines/c
orridors/rhi
ne-dan_en  

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/rhi
ne_danube_m
ap.pdf 

17.9. The 
Mediterranean 
Corridor 

The Mediterranean Corridor links the Iberian Peninsula 
with the Hungarian-Ukrainian border. It follows the 
Mediterranean coastlines of Spain and France, crosses the 
Alps towards the east through Northern Italy, leaving the 
Adriatic coast in Slovenia and Croatia towards Hungary. 

-  http://ec.eu
ropa.eu/tra
nsport/the
mes/infrastr
ucture/ten-

-  https://ec.eur
opa.eu/transp
ort/sites/trans
port/files/the
mes/infrastru
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Apart from the Po River and some other canals in Northern 
Italy, it consists of road and rail. Key railway projects along 
this corridor are the links Lyon – Turin and the section 
Venice – Ljubljana. 

t-
guidelines/c
orridors/me
d_en  

cture/ten-t-
guidelines/cor
ridors/doc/me
diterranean_
map.pdf 

18. The Regional 
Balkan 
Infrastructure 
Study 

Regional Balkans Infrastructure Project is financed by the 
EU Commission. The project is financed by the EU 
Commission and covers the Balkan countries of Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, FYRO Macedonia and Serbia and Montenegro, 
including 
Kosovo which is under international administration in line 
with UNSCR 1244 of 10 June 1999. REBIS aims to assist 
these countries in developing coherent strategies for 
transport infrastructure development. It focuses in 
particular on the development of a regional Core Network 
and on the identification of projects suitable for 
international co-financing. 
REBIS aims to assist Balkan countries in developing 
coherent strategies for transport infrastructure 
development. It focuses in particular on the development 
of a regional Core Transport Network for the Balkan region 
(similar to the Trans-European Networks of the European 
Union) and on the identification of projects suitable for 
international co-financing. 

 Regional Balkans 
Infrastructure 
Study 

- -  Page 5 of 
the 
following 
link: 
https://wbc-
rti.info/obje
ct/document
/7232/attac
h/Rebis_FR_
Final.pdf 
 

 

19. Western 
Balkans 
Investment 
Framework 
(WBIF) 

The WBIF is a joint blending facility of the European 
Commission, participating Financial Institutions (FIs), 
bilateral donors and Western Balkans countries to deliver 
funding for strategic investment projects in beneficiary 
countries. Eligible sectors include infrastructure 
development within the environment, energy, transport 

 Connectivity 
Agenda- Co-
financing of 
Investment 
Projects  in the 
Western Balkans 

 WBIF 
Website  

Pages 6-9 of 
the following 
report: 
https://www.
wbif.eu/conte
nt/stream//Si

- 
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and social sectors as well as private sector development. 
The WBIF was jointly launched in December 2009 by the 
European Commission, together with the Council of 
Europe Development Bank (CEB), the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the European 
Investment Bank (EIB) - the partner IFIs, and the bilateral 
donors. KfW and the World Bank Group subsequently 
joined the Framework. 
Improving connectivity within the Western Balkans, as 
well as between the Western Balkans and the European 
Union, is a key 
factor for growth and jobs and will bring clear benefits for 
the region’s economies and citizens. The Western Balkans 
Six (WB6) 
has made the connectivity agenda one of its highest 
priorities, with a special emphasis on the preparation and 
financing of 
concrete regional infrastructure investment projects, but 
also on the implementation of technical standards and soft 
measures 
such as aligning/simplifying border crossing procedures, 
railway reforms, information systems, road safety and 
maintenance 
schemes, unbundling and third party access.  

 WBIF Annual 
Report 2015 

tes/website/li
brary/201607
05-WBIF-
AnnualReport
-Online.pdf 
 

20. The 
Programme 
for 
Infrastructure 
Development 
in Africa 
(PIDA)  

The overall goal of PIDA is to promote socio-economic 
development and poverty reduction in Africa through 
improved access to integrated regional and continental 
infrastructure networks and services. The PIDA Sector 
Studies will assist in developing a vision on Africa’s 
infrastructure based on strategic objectives and sector 
polices; prioritized regional and continental infrastructure 

 PIDA General 
Terms of 
Reference 

 PIDA - 
Interconnecting, 
Integrating and 

 PIDA link in 
AFDB 
Website 
 

- Interactive map 
available in the 
following link: 
http://www.au-
pida.org/ 
 

https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.wbif.eu/content/stream/Sites/website/library/20160705-WBIF-AnnualReport-Online.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Procurement/Project-related-Procurement/PIDA%20-%20General%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Procurement/Project-related-Procurement/PIDA%20-%20General%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Procurement/Project-related-Procurement/PIDA%20-%20General%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/PIDA%20note%20English%20for%20web%200208.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/PIDA%20note%20English%20for%20web%200208.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/PIDA%20note%20English%20for%20web%200208.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/programme-for-infrastructure-development-in-africa-pida/
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/programme-for-infrastructure-development-in-africa-pida/
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/programme-for-infrastructure-development-in-africa-pida/
https://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/programme-for-infrastructure-development-in-africa-pida/
http://www.au-pida.org/
http://www.au-pida.org/
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investment programs (Energy, Transport, Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) and Trans-Boundary 
Water Resources) over the short, medium, and long term, 
up to the year 2030. In addition, the Studies will 
recommend the required institutional arrangements, legal 
frameworks, and the financing mechanisms for the 
implementation and monitoring of the programs. 

Transforming a 
Continent 

 

21. Power Africa Power Africa, launched in June 2013 by U.S. President 
Barack Obama, employs a transaction- and partnership-
driven model, focused on removing the barriers to power 
project development across sub-Saharan Africa. The 
model works with the private sector to build local capacity 
by supporting innovative ways to make traditional 
assistance programs more effective and sustainable. 
Power Africa’s goal is to add more than 30,000 megawatts 
(MW) of cleaner, more efficient electricity generation 
capacity and 60 million new home and business 
connections.  

 Power Africa 
Annual Report 
2016 

 Power Africa 
Toolbox 

 Power 
Africa page 
on USAID 
website 

 https://ww
w.usaid.gov
/sites/defa
ult/files/do
cuments/1
860/About
_Power%2
0Africa_06
_08_2016.p
df 

- 

22. Common 
Market for 
Eastern and 
Southern 
Africa 
(COMESA)  

COMESA’s Vision is to be a fully integrated, internationally 
competitive regional economic community with high 
standards of living for all its people ready to merge into an 
African Economic Community. Its Mission is to endeavor 
to achieve sustainable economic and social progress in all 
Member States through increased co-operation and 
integration in all fields of development particularly in 
trade, customs and monetary affairs, transport, 
communication and information, technology, industry and 
energy, gender, agriculture, environment and natural 
resources. 

 COMESA Region 
Key Infrastructure 
Projects 

 Key Issues in 
Regional 
Integration 2016 

 COMESA 
website 

 COMESA 
infographic
s gallery 

 COMESA 
maps 

https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/PIDA%20note%20English%20for%20web%200208.pdf
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/PIDA%20note%20English%20for%20web%200208.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/Power_Africa_AR2016-optimized.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/Power_Africa_AR2016-optimized.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/Power_Africa_AR2016-optimized.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/Power-Africa-Toolbox-June-2016.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/Power-Africa-Toolbox-June-2016.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/
https://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/
https://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/
https://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica/
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/COMESA-REGION-KEY-ECONOMIC-INFRASTRUCTURE-PROJECTS-1.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/COMESA-REGION-KEY-ECONOMIC-INFRASTRUCTURE-PROJECTS-1.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/COMESA-REGION-KEY-ECONOMIC-INFRASTRUCTURE-PROJECTS-1.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/key-issues-on-regional-intergration-vol.iv_final_email_1_11_16.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/key-issues-on-regional-intergration-vol.iv_final_email_1_11_16.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/key-issues-on-regional-intergration-vol.iv_final_email_1_11_16.pdf
http://www.comesa.int/
http://www.comesa.int/
http://comstat.comesa.int/apps/gallery
http://comstat.comesa.int/apps/gallery
http://comstat.comesa.int/apps/gallery
http://comstat.comesa.int/negpbng/investment
http://comstat.comesa.int/negpbng/investment
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23. Southern 
African 
Development 
Community 
(SADC) 
Infrastructure 
Vision 2027 

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
Infrastructure Vision 2027 was conceived at the 2007 
Lusaka Summit in Lusaka, Zambia, with the objective of 
establishing a strategic framework to guide the 
development of seamless, cost-effective trans-boundary 
infrastructure. The SADC Infrastructure Vision 2027 is 
anchored on six pillars consisting of energy, transport, 
information and communication technologies (ICT), 
meteorology, trans-boundary water resources and 
tourism (trans-frontier conservation areas), which 
constitute the SADC Regional Infrastructure Development 
Program. The six infrastructure pillars are established on 
a solid foundation of harmonized policies and 
regulations, capped by a joint pool of human resource 
capacity development and a concerted effort to engender 
public awareness and commitment to these goals. The 
competitiveness of the SADC will, to a larger extent, 
depend on joint action and joint pooling of available 
resources to achieve the comprehensive development of 
infrastructure as envisioned by the SADC Infrastructure 
Vision 2027. 

 SADC Regional 
Infrastructure 
Development 
Master Plan 

 SADC 
website 

- - 

24. Canamex 
Corridor 
Project 

The CANAMEX Corridor Project is a broad reaching plan 
whose key objective is to create a direct trade route from 
Canada to Mexico. This initiative is being supported for its 
development and implementation by the US States en-
route for this plan: Montana, Idaho Nevada, Utah, and 
Arizona. Since its inception in 1995, the CANAMEX 
Corridor has grown to become the cornerstone for the 
seamless and efficient transportation of goods, services, 
people and information between Canada, Mexico and the 
United States. As the implementation of NAFTA moves 

 Canamex Corridor 
Overview 

 Corridor Progress 
Report, 2005 

 CANAMEX 
Website 

-  Canamex 
Highway Map 
 

http://www.sadc.int/files/7513/5293/3530/Regional_Infrastructure_Development_Master_Plan_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.sadc.int/files/7513/5293/3530/Regional_Infrastructure_Development_Master_Plan_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.sadc.int/files/7513/5293/3530/Regional_Infrastructure_Development_Master_Plan_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.sadc.int/files/7513/5293/3530/Regional_Infrastructure_Development_Master_Plan_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.sadc.int/
http://www.sadc.int/
http://www.canamex.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CANAMEX_CorridorOverview_021407.pdf
http://www.canamex.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CANAMEX_CorridorOverview_021407.pdf
http://www.canamex.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CorridorProgressReport_05.pdf
http://www.canamex.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/CorridorProgressReport_05.pdf
http://www.canamex.org/
http://www.canamex.org/
http://www.canamex.org/canamex-highway-map/
http://www.canamex.org/canamex-highway-map/
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toward fruition, the CANAMEX Corridor will broaden its 
initiatives to harvest the benefits of increased trade, 
tourism and economic activity within the region. The 
CANAMEX Corridor provides many opportunities to build 
regional economic prosperity through innovating: 
 Safe and efficient multi-modal Transportation 

Networks. 
 Enhanced Global Competitiveness which requires 

quality education, accessible telecommunications 
infrastructure and an appropriate regulatory 
environment. 

 Shared commitment to the region’s Quality of Life 

25. North 
America 
Super 
Corridor 
Coalition 
(NASCO) 

North America's Super Corridor Coalition, Inc.—known as 
NASCO—represents a 2,500-mile-long, existing 
multimodal transportation network running through the 
heart of trade in Mexico, the United States, and Canada, 
connecting more than 71 million people in commerce and 
trade. NASCO is the only tri-national network of North 
American governments, businesses, and educational 
institutions, driven by a common interest in collaboration 
along commercial corridors and trade networks. The 
NASCO Corridor directly impacts North America's 
continental trade flow, supporting $1 trillion in business 
among the three countries. Trade within the NASCO 
Corridor has exploded since passage of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. 
NASCO’s aim is to connect people, businesses, ideas, 
information, efforts and organizations.  
 
While NASCO promotes a commitment to transportation 
infrastructure improvements on many fronts, one of its 

 Presentation on 
NASCO 

 -  http://www.a
mericansov.or
g/images/naip
n_nasco_corri
dor.jpg 
 
 
 

http://www.channelingreality.com/NAU/NASCO/Tri_National_NASCO.pdf
http://www.channelingreality.com/NAU/NASCO/Tri_National_NASCO.pdf
http://www.americansov.org/images/naipn_nasco_corridor.jpg
http://www.americansov.org/images/naipn_nasco_corridor.jpg
http://www.americansov.org/images/naipn_nasco_corridor.jpg
http://www.americansov.org/images/naipn_nasco_corridor.jpg
http://www.americansov.org/images/naipn_nasco_corridor.jpg
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most recent efforts is encouraging development of 
intermodal inland ports. As coastal seaports become more 
congested, inland ports have taken on increasing 
importance in enabling the efficient flow of imports and 
exports through the mid-continent corridor. To encourage 
and capitalize on this trend, NASCO established the North 
American Inland Port Network (NAIPN), a committee 
tasked with developing an active inland port network 
along the NASCO corridor to alleviate congestion at 
maritime ports and U.S. borders. NAIPN envisions an 
integrated, efficient, and secure network of inland ports 
specializing in the transportation of containerized cargo in 
North America. It acts to spur job creation and raise public 
awareness of inland ports' growing, integral role in 
economic development and trade. 

26. Corex 
Program: 
FCCQ Trade 
Corridors 

The Fédération des chambres de commerce du Québec 
(FCCQ) 
launched the COREX Program to create connections and 
broaden exchange between Quebec and the Northeastern 
United States, made up of New England and New York 
State. The COREX Program aims to support Quebec’s 
entrepreneurs and business leaders in the development of 
their export activities, while helping them to create a 
stronger business network south of the border. More than 
one third of Quebec’s exports to the United States are to 
the Northeastern States of New York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Maine, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. Quebec’s exports to the United States totaled 
nearly $53 B in 2014. Over the years, the FCCQ and its US 
partners have: 

 Corex Program: 
FCCQ Trade 
Corridors  

 FCCQ 
Website 

- - 

http://www.fccq.ca/pdf/presse/communiques/2015/15-03-31_COREX_Press-release_Quebec.pdf
http://www.fccq.ca/pdf/presse/communiques/2015/15-03-31_COREX_Press-release_Quebec.pdf
http://www.fccq.ca/pdf/presse/communiques/2015/15-03-31_COREX_Press-release_Quebec.pdf
http://www.fccq.ca/espace-anglais-philosophy.php
http://www.fccq.ca/espace-anglais-philosophy.php
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 Called for improved border and road infrastructure on 
each side of the border; 

 Encouraged free trade initiatives  
 Identified and promoted commercial opportunities in 

the natural union between Quebec and US companies; 
 Helped in the recognition of the economic contribution 

of Quebec’s large companies present on both sides of 
the border; 

 Put in contact compatible university research centers; 
 Maintained and deepened relations with the chambers 

of commerce of all six states of New England as well as 
with those of the State of New York, including the 
signing of commercial partnerships and cooperation 
agreements. 

27. Initiative for 
the 
Integration of 
Regional 
Infrastructure 
in South 
America 
(IIRSA) by 
South 
American 
Council of 
Infrastructure 
and Planning 
(COSIPLAN) 

The South American Council of Infrastructure and Planning 
(COSIPLAN) is the forum where political and strategic 
discussions are held with a view to implementing the 
integration of South American infrastructure, in the 
context of a commitment to social, economic and 
environmental development. The objective of COSIPLAN 
are: 
 Develop infrastructure for the integration of the 

region, recognizing and ensuring the continuity of the 
achievements and progress made by IIRSA by 
incorporating them into its framework 

 Foster regional cooperation in planning and 
infrastructure through strategic alliances among the 
UNASUR Member States 

 Promote the compatibility of the regulatory 
frameworks in place in the UNASUR Member States 

 Report of the 
Project Portfolio 
COSIPLAN 

 COSIPLAN Work 
Plan 2017 

 IIRSA 
Website 

- IIRSA Map 
(Spanish) 

https://www.flipsnack.com/IIRSA/informe-de-la-cartera-de-proyectos-del-cosiplan-2016.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/IIRSA/informe-de-la-cartera-de-proyectos-del-cosiplan-2016.html
https://www.flipsnack.com/IIRSA/informe-de-la-cartera-de-proyectos-del-cosiplan-2016.html
http://www.iirsa.org/admin_iirsa_web/Uploads/Documents/PlandeTrabajo201_v7_English.pdf
http://www.iirsa.org/admin_iirsa_web/Uploads/Documents/PlandeTrabajo201_v7_English.pdf
http://www.iirsa.org/
http://www.iirsa.org/
http://www.proteger.org.ar/iirsa/archivos/adj_pagina_27_458691bc54b52.jpg
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governing regional infrastructure development and 
operation 

 Identify and encourage the execution of integration 
priority projects, and evaluate alternatives for 
financing them 

The Integration of the Regional Infrastructure in South 
America (IIRSA) is a response based on consensus to the 
challenges of effective integration and the growing 
infrastructure needs in South America, which started in 
2000 and with a ten-year operative horizon for its first 
stage. The IIRSA has been established as a forum for 
coordination of intergovernmental actions, with the aim of 
promoting the development of transportation, energy and 
communications infrastructure to strengthen the physical 
integration of the 12 South American countries, under a 
standard of equitable and sustainable territorial 
development. 

28. Mercosur Mercosur or Mercosul is a sub-regional bloc. Its full 
members are Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and 
Venezuela (which was suspended on December 1, 2016). 
Its associate countries are Bolivia, Chile, Peru, Colombia, 
Ecuador and Suriname. Observer countries are New 
Zealand and Mexico. Its objective is to promote free trade 
and the fluid movement of goods, people, and currency. 
MERCOSUR is now a full customs union and a trading bloc. 
Mercosur and the Andean Community of Nations are 
customs unions that are components of a continuing 
process of South American integration connected to the 
Union of South American Nations. 

 Link to official 
documents of the 
following: 

 Common Market 
Council 

 Common Market 
Group 

 Trade 
Commission of 
MERCOSUR 

 Economic and 
Social 
Consultative 
Forum 

 Mercosur 
Website 

  Mercosur 
Map 

https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
https://gestorweb.mercosur.int/
http://www.mercosur.int/
http://www.mercosur.int/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cd/Mercosur-map-pt.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cd/Mercosur-map-pt.svg
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29. Pacific 
Alliance 

The Pacific Alliance is an initiative of regional integration 
comprised by Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru, officially 
established on April 28th, 2011. Its objectives are: 
 Build in a participatory and consensual way an area of 

deep integration to move progressively towards the 
free movement of goods, services, resources and 
people 

 Drive further growth, development and 
competitiveness of the economies of its members, 
focused on achieving greater well-being, overcoming 
socioeconomic inequality and promote the social 
inclusion of its inhabitants 

 Become a platform of political articulation, economic 
and commercial integration and projection to the 
world, with emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region 

 Different 
dropdowns 
available for the 
Alliance’s work 
across sectors in 
the link below: 
https://alianzapac
ifico.net/en/labor
-issues/ 
 

 Pacific 
Alliance 
Website 

- - 

30. Global 
Alliance on 
Trade 
Facilitation 

Recognizing that neither governments nor the private 
sector can deliver on the full potential of the TFA on their 
own, the World Economic Forum, the International 
Chamber of Commerce and the Center for International 
Private Enterprise together with the governments of 
Canada, Germany, Australia, the United Kingdom and the 
United States have joined forces in the Global 
Alliance for Trade Facilitation. 
The Alliance partners have worked closely in establishing a 
unique public-private platform to leverage business 
expertise, leadership and resources to support effective 
trade facilitation reforms measured by real-world business 
metrics. 
With the overarching aim of accelerating ambitious trade 
facilitation reforms, the core activities of the Alliance will 
include: 

 The Global 
Enabling Trade 
Report 2016 

 Global 
Alliance for 
Trade 
Facilitation 
Website 

-  

https://alianzapacifico.net/en/labor-issues/
https://alianzapacifico.net/en/labor-issues/
https://alianzapacifico.net/en/labor-issues/
https://alianzapacifico.net/en/
https://alianzapacifico.net/en/
https://alianzapacifico.net/en/
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GETR_2016_report.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GETR_2016_report.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GETR_2016_report.pdf
http://www.tradefacilitation.org/
http://www.tradefacilitation.org/
http://www.tradefacilitation.org/
http://www.tradefacilitation.org/
http://www.tradefacilitation.org/
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 Building understanding of the benefits of trade 
facilitation within both the public and private sectors; 

 Establishing sustainable multi-stakeholder dialogues on 
trade facilitation; 

 Mobilizing public-private partnerships to drive change, 
engaging local businesses and associations; 

 Technical and financial assistance in support of capacity 
building; 

 Benchmarking and evaluation based on established 
business metrics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


